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Mandate of the Auditor-General
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Section 119 of the
1991 Constitution
of Sierra Leone

The 1991
Constitution gives
the Auditor-
General the
mandate to audit
(check) how public
monies are being
utilised.

Audit Service
Act of 2014

PFM Actof 2016 =

The AUDITOR GENERAL

Audit Service Act Section 16 of the Public
2014

(PFM) Act 2016

The Auditor-General The Auditor-General
shall access shall submit financial
documents and statements of the
records of public Consolidated Revenue
entities and has the Fund Account, Central
power to c_aII Government, budgetary
witnesses in _ agencies, subvented
instances of doubt in agencies, local councils,

checking the books of ¢l security funds and
all public institutions. public enterprises.
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The role of the Auditor-General

As the guardian of public funds,
the Auditor- General checks
government’s performance to
ensure that funds are used for
their intended purposes.
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The Auditor-General and
Parliament

Audit Service Sierra Leone

AUDITOR- ¢
. GENERAL =
REPORT v',--:,/

The Auditor-General should, within 12 months of the end of
the Immediate preceding financial year, submit his/her
annual report to Parliament.

(Section 95 of the PFM Act, 2016).



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2022 AND AUDIT

Audit Committee at the Council Level

mandates the
council to have an
audit committee which
should compose of
councillors.

Section 20(2)d of the 2022 LGA

Books of Account

A local council shall keep proper books of accounts and proper
records in relation to the accounts and shall, within the first
quarter of the next financial year, prepare a statement of its
final accounts in conformity with existing financial regulations.

COUNCIL
STAFF

Section 80(1) of the 2022 LGA



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2022 AND AUDIT

Audit of the Financial Statement of Council

Here is our financial
statement for auditing.

AUDITOR
GENERAL

y to audit your account within 6
months after the end of the
year.

Section 88(2) of the 2022 LGA

Submission of the Audit Report to the Council and the
Minister

Council

Section 88(3) of the 2022 LGA



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2022 AND AUDIT

Publishing of the Audit Report

COUNCIL NOTICE BOARD
AUDIT REPORT
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Our audit report is
public document,
so we are making
it accessible to all.

Section 88(5) of the 2022 LGA

Council Annual Accounts and Auditor General’s Report
should be Presented to the Council

The law makes it mandatory

il for me to present the audit

report to the council within
30 days of receiving it.

Section 88(6) of the 2022 LGA



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2022 AND AUDIT

District Council Chairman shall submit a report o the Minister on actions
taken by the local council on the report within sixty days of receipt of
the report

Mr Minister, here are the ac-

tions | have taken to address
the audit issues and recom-
mendations for my council.

Thank you! The law says
you are to present this
report to me within 60 days
of receipt of the report.

Section 88(7) of the 2022 LGA

The Minister shall lay the report of the Auditor General
and a report of actions taken thereon if any, before

Honorable members,

| present to you
actions taken to Local Government Minister
address audit issues
and recommenda-
tions for all the
councils.

Section 88(8) of the 2022 LGA



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2022 AND AUDIT

The Auditor-General shall have the power to disallow any item of
expenditure which is contrary to this Act and to surcharge

As auditor, | have the
power to surcharge any
staff if the expenditure

is contrary to what
the Act says.
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Section 89(1) of the 2022 LGA

Internal Auditor shall submit to the Council the Internal Audit
Report every three (3) months

As head of the internal audit department,
| present to you my report.

Section 91(2) of the 2022 LGA



Key Audit Issues- Kailahun District Council

2021

Auditor-General opinion- Unqualified

Financial statement gives a true and fair view of the
financial position of the Kailahun District Council for 2021

NASSIT Contributions not Paid to NASSIT

You deducted Le 268.91 million for

NASSIT, but this was not paid.




Key Audit Issues- Kailahun District Council

Malfunctioning Cadastre System

CADASTRA
1 —— fll SYSTEM

Faulty cadastre i s

We can only know the
actual arrears for
property taxes and
business taxes if this
computer is in
working order

Statutory deductions not paid over to the relevant
authorities -Le13,330,500

You deducted withholding taxes, NASSIT

NASSIT, and PAYE, but these were A
not paid to the authorities l ' ' '
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Key Audit Issues- Kailahun District Council

2021

Salary Below the Minimum Wage Paid to Support
Staff in Kailahun

This is payment
for January to
May 2021

For how long have
you received this
pay which is below
the minimum wage

Below the minimum Below the minimum
wage wage

You have been
paid below the
minimum wage,
this is against
the 2021 Finance
Act

Below the minimum

Below the minimum
wage

wage
= =
Below the minimum Below the minimum
wage wage
Below the minimum Below the minimum
wage wage

Approved Budget versus Actual Budget for 2021
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Approved Budget Actual
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Key Audit Issues- Kailahun District Council
2021

Status of Implementation of Recommendation
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Number of Number of Number of Work in-Progress
Recommendations  Recommendations ~ Recommendation
Implemented Not Implemented




About Budget Advocacy Network

The Budget Advocacy Network (BAN) is a Network of Civil Society Organisations in Sierra
Leone committed to working on budgets and budget policies to enhance policy-making and
implementation for sustainable and equitable development. BAN was established in 2006. BAN
consists of local and international organizations such as the Campaign for Good Governance
(CGG), Network Movement for Justice and Development. (NMJD), Western Area Budget
Education Network (WABEAN), Action Aid Sierra Leone (AASL), Talking Drum Studio (TDS),
Christian Aid (CA) and Transparency International (TISL).
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